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A Final Farewell 

 
I canôt believe how fast five years have flown by! It seems like only          
yesterday that I returned to Blackie School as Principal. I remember at      
my interview that I was asked how long I would like to be at Blackie 
School.   My response was that I would like to stay at least five years but 
that I would be open to staying longer if the school division saw fit. Five 
years later, I now find myself saying goodbye to the place and the       
community that has been my home away from home for seventeen of the 
last thirty years.  Truly, it hasnôt felt like work; itôs just been what Iôve had 
the privilege to be a part of! 
 
Blackie School is a great little school. Itôs the kids, the parents, the       
community, and the staff who have and will continue to make it that way.    
I am able to leave knowing that the school and the school division will   
always put kids and their learning first before all other considerations. I  
am excited that in the last five years I have seen our students begin to 
take ownership for their own learning while having excellent teachers who 
have encouraged and supported them in taking risks along the way. What 
Iôve witnessed during the past five years at Blackie School gives me great 
faith that, educationally and socially, we have helped prepare students for 
what learning will look like in the future and what will be required of them 
as leaders within our society. 
 
In conclusion, I just want to say that there is no higher honor that you, as  
a school community, could have given me than to have entrusted me with 
the overseeing, care, and education of your children. For that I am truly 
thankful. Itôs been a wonderful experience ï an experience I will never  
forget! Suffice to say, there is no doubt I will miss Blackie School and all 
who have made it such a special place to be. 
 
Finally, the good news é youôll probably see me at the parade on Canada 
Day and at Blackieôs 100th year anniversary celebrations next year. There 
are just some things in life that arenôt optional! Oh, and be sure to enjoy 
your summer; I know I plan to! 
 
Thanks again! 
 
Mr. Irwin ï Principal 
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SCHOOL BUS SPARE DRIVERS 

Are you available for part-time morning and afternoon work and 

have an appreciation for children of all ages?  We require spare bus 

drivers for casual work on routes varying from 

4 to 6 hours per day in Red Deer Lake, and Blackie.   
 

Driver training is provided at no cost to the prospective driver. The 

hourly rate for spare drivers is $17.66 per hour. Please submit a Driverôs Abstract with your 

resume plus three work-related references via email to johnsonstrangr@fsd38.ab.ca 
 

Denise Rose, Deputy Superintendent 

FOOTHILLS SCHOOL DIVISION No. 38  

Box 5700, 120 - 5 Avenue West, 

High River, AB  T1V 1M7 
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 Seeking Host Families for International Students  
Muskoka Language International (MLI) is seeking host 
families in the Okotoks area for Grade 4-6 students 
from Japan for the dates of July 28

th
 to August 2

nd
, 

2010. If you would like to host for a longer duration, 
there is a group of Grade 6-8 students from Korea 
coming to Okotoks from July 21

st
 to August 10

th
, 2010. 

If you are interested in sharing your home and partak-
ing in this unique cultural experience, please contact 

Kristin Lindved -Jensen at klindved@mliesl.com  

or (403) 669-6221. 
Compensation is provided. 

 

 

 

PROJECT ICE BAKE SALE 

 
The Project Ice Bake Sale was a huge 

success! The program will be presenting 

a cheque to the Blackie Ag Society for $350 for use 
in the arena expansion project.   

 
A big thanks to the Project Ice parents as well as the 

other Blackie School families who donated goodies to 

the sale!   
 

The students sincerely appreciate the support the Ag   
Society continually gives to Project Ice. 

  
Mr. Erickson and the Project Ice students. 
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